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Song 5. Verſes 7, 8, 9, 10. 


. 


Verſe 7. The Watchmen that went about the City, 6:0 


z found me; they ſmote me, they wounded me; 


* 


+ the Keepers of the Walls took away my Vail 


| from me, 

13. J cg you, O Daughters of Jeruſalem, i 
pve fin 

ſic of Lowe,” | 
9. What is thy Beloved more than another Belo- 


3 thou doſt ſo charge us? 
10. My Beloved is white and ruddy, the Chiefeſt 
among Ten thouſand, © 4 


befel the Church in ſeeking of her Lord; 
. the Watchmen gave her Strokes, v. 6. 
2. What Speech fell out betwixt her and her 


Fellow- friends; and there is a Dialogue be- 


| Ftween them. (1.) The Church, not finding 
Chriſt himſelf to her Defire, lays a Charge 


my Beloved, that ye tell him that I am 


ved, O thou faireſt among Women ? What ic 
'#. thy Beloved more than another Beloved, that 


| I this Text we have Two Things, 1. What 


upon her Companions, to take her Bleſſing and- 1 
heart) Commendations to him, while the7 


2.5 
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5 . wounded me, drew Bloadiof me.] No 7 
Doubt, ſhe asked at the, Watcbiyen, as Chap. 


/ 


* 
„ . 
1 
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Verſe. What Welbeloved is this? What Din 
is this ye make, to charge us ſo peremptorily 


own? Whereof is your Chriſt made, that ye 


ing loft Chriſt, There are Perſecutions and 
Troubles to be looked for in ſeeking of Chriſt. 
I think Chriſt even like dear O'er-Sea Wares: 
Men hazard both Life and Coods to Sea for 
them. Matth. 13. 4445, 46. He is the Pearl that 


2 a 

See 50, 2 ) They, upon the eue of 
V 2 of her Charge, not ſo ſpiritu- 
ally affected as Need were, anſwer in the 8th 


about your Chriſt ? Have you a Chriſt of your 7 


charge us this Way? And, v. 9. The Church's # 
Stomach riſing in her, that her Lord ſhould be 4 
deſpiſed, falleth out in a high Commendation '} 
of him, to to the End of the Chapter. 1 


4 f 
ver. v. The Watchmen that went abent the C- 1 
they found me, they ſmote me with their L 


3. v. 3. Saw ye him whom my Soul loveth ? But 7 
they not only refuſed to tell her, but wounded 


her Conſcience with reproachful Words, and 


perſecuted her Daughters, in the Way of ſeek- 5 


Men muſt buy with the Loſs of all rhat der 


bave. The Woman with the bloody Iſſue, 


f 
of 
* 


got a Thruſt in the Throng, thruſting in 


3 5 through a Multitude to be at him; The two ! 


blind Men, crying ilk one of them "for a Pair 


1 ae Eyes, got a Rebuke of the ee 
; e 


em Adi . 8 1 
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_ "79 3 7 
g off We may 3 will never get Satan's Good- 
itu- will to come to Chriſt, and therefore he pro- 
8th feſſeth to way -lay the Gate for us. 2. Suffe- 
Din rings and Perſecutions are a Piece of the Way; 
rily # *tis Chriſt's golden Mine that leads to Chriſt's 
our Honſe, He ſuffered himſelf, before he en- 
ye tred'into Glory Let them then put on Cou- 
ch's rage who ſeek Chriſt, and reſolve to take Blows; 
Cuffs, Strokes and many Wounds in ſeeking of 
Chriſt, and profeſſing of his Name. f any 
Man wil be my Diſciple, let him take up his Croſs, 
and follow me : We wil not get this changed; 


Ci- the Croſs is hard, and we delight to ſleep ſound 
1eir in a whole Skin, "and that we could ſeek Chriſt - 
No and profeſs him, and jouk about, and beguile 
ap. the Croſs, and play it aſleep; and we think to 
gut ſlip to Heayen fame other Way ; and there- 
led fore Men ſtudy the Art of Wylineſs, how w 
nd g hide their Profeſſion: Nay, that is not ſtraight 
&k- Dealing and fair Play; ye muſt through the 


Field, and fight fairly and honeſtly, and be 
iſt, 7 marked as one who follows the Lamp. 
28. | 


for . 5. Ine Watchmen. 1 Church-Goyernours are 
lat © ſometimes Church-Perſecutors: Scribes and 
ey Þ$ Phariſees, and high Prieſts are always againſt | 
e, Chriſt and his Diſciples, Paul found the Ru- 

in lers of the Jews always againſt him and the 
v6 | Goſpel, wherever they had Authority. And 
air } Chriſt told his Diſciples, Luke 21. 12. Te bl 
es. ¶ be brought be fore 2 and Rulers for my ** 1 
e „ 
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Sale. The Leaders of the People have be 


* wa 
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their Perſecutors, Ezek, 34. 4+ With Force an 
Cruelty have ye ruled, v. 18. They made the 
People to eat troden-on Graſs, and they gave 
them foul Water to drink, | 0 

Oueſt, But ye will ſay, Seeing God has laid 
a great Burden upon Rulers, eſpecially upon 
Watchmen, why may not we People lay the 


" fame Burden upon them, and ſecurely ſubmit 


our ſelves unto them ? 


Anſw. Nay, but we muſt know that God i is the 1 
Lord of IT Decree 6f Election and Reproba- 


tion; and, for his own glorious Ends, he 


giveth ſome over to corrupt Teachers, and 


yet we fin in ſelling our Conſciences to their 
Directions. But for People there are two Ex- 
tremes ; Firſt, Pride giveth too little, and flow 
Gonſcience giveth too much to Watchmen 
Therefore let the Foot be pleaſant that bring- s 
eth good Tidings, Rulers and Tutors to Chriſt's | 
Bairns that are Minors; for Pride againſt them 


ſtarts off them upon God, Sometimes Men 


ſtand fill without an Halter in their Head, 
while Rulers lay on a Load of Dirt upon them; 
and their beſt Devotion here reſolves in this, 


_ God forgive our Teachers, if they miſlead us; 
for we know no better, if the Watchmen 


ſhould command and lead our Conſcience un- f 


f der a Pair of Stocks. He is but an ill Market- 
Man who would give much for ſuch Peoples 
bs Part of their Inheritance, Men forget that 


w | Me 


| A0 Bs 4. ye! > TO 
that we Watchmen can put a toom Spoon in 
a Bairn's Mouth, and cry up the Church-Ru- 
ler Authority, The Law, The Yan, as if the 
1 Bite were long ago burnt. But know ye not 
that Watchmen in Chriſt's Matters, cannot 
do better? Yea, the Chair and Pulpit muft 
excel; and therefore, if our Light be your 
X Scripture, the Lord pity you, I will not give 
much for ſuch Peoples Faith; for our Light 
XZ often ſitteth Door-Neighbour to the fat 
World, and the World poiſoneth Light. Go 
over the Sea to Rome, and learn this in the 
Doctrine of the Law, of the Nature of the 
{ Godhead, of two Natures in Chriſt : for the 
23 moſt Part they find it true, his Truth "hath 
little Trafficquing with the World's Fatneſs: 
But, becauſe Purgatory is denied to have any 
J juſt Claim to Truth by any Part of Scriptgre, 
2 it lieth in the- World's fat Womb, Gain giveth 
'S Milk and Suck unto it; therefore this Cham- 
m ber in Hell is chiefly maintained, becauſe - 
n this is a Ship that bringeth Home much Gold, 
d, and a dying Man will twin his Purſe: to eaſe | 
; his Conſcience, Therefore, when the Com- 
S, mand of Rulers hath Eaſe, Honour, and the 
s; Fatneſs of the Earth upon the one Side, a 
n on the other there is nothing but Loſſes and 
— 3 Sufferings ; the Queſtion is, Many think the - 
t- World's Side is chiefeſt like, And again, this 
es. is too ordinary in Rulers, «s alſo in us, to 
at. ſeek the Truth, as the wanton Child doth his 
1e 55 oo? Book, 


| 


= me. They took away the Scarf that covered 
©. her Face, or her Vail or. Kerchief that co- 


= 26. they took away the Vail from lewd "Wd. | 
| <a 28a Vail is a Token or Sign of Modeſty. - It 
il dience to her Lord, and called her an Harlot, 1 


(6 8 | 

Book, wiſhing that he . not find it, ure 
ing the finding of his Book coſt him the lo- 
ſing of his Paftime. Would Men, in the Fear 
of the Lord, dig for Wiſdom; as tor Gold, 
they would find it: But, as it Men fore- | 
ſaw this Light, the more falſe Peace they tad, | 
and as mueh of Conſcience as maketh for them, 
and no more And when the Light of Con- I 
ſcience cryeth too faſt, they wiſh it wanted 
the Tongue, and in their Heart with, Sorrow # 
to the well-ſhod Tongue of an enlightned 1 
— Conſcience. ; 4 | 


The Keepers of the Wall took away my Fu . N 


vered her Head, which were both her Orna- 
E ments, 7 4. 3. 23. and 2 Sign of the Subjection F 
of the Wife to her Husband ; for, Ezek, 23. 


men, as a Token they were Harlots ; where- | 


s clear, the Rulers beat the Church "624 Obe. 


| heretical and ſchiſmatical, and covered her with 
a Vail of their own Traditions in Solomon s 
Days. Rulers have been playing upon and ren- 
ding the Woman's Vail; and her ſubjecting 
= "Her ſelf to Chrift her Husband, in obeying and 
3 OS his Voice = And this is againſt 
E man's 


barefaced and bareheaded amongſt her Ene- 


our Neighbour's March-ſtones: Then, what a 


q Hide and Fleſh: Ruſers are cutting the Hair, 


f 1 E | 
man's Vail off her Head, and to ſend her ont 


mies,” to be mocked and laughed at, This 
has come to paſs, Rulers as Tutors, in that 
they owe Obedience and Subjection to Wageh- 

men, becauſe they think they get not tco much; 
F& whereas Chriſt commends them in command- 
ing only the Share of a ſent Servant ſtraitly 
bound with a written Commiſſion from the 
Lord: There they make a Hole in the ICVo- 
man's Vail, or they pull the Kerchief off het 
Head, and busk her with a Vail of humane 
Traditions, a Vail of Fig-Leaves, not a 
Kercheif of Chriſt's fine Linen; this is Pride 
in Men in eminent Places in the Church, and 
Pride is an evil and troubleſom Neighbour be- 
ſide Chriſt, it is always going over the Line, 
as not content with its own Side; and think- _ 
ing its own Bounds ſtrait and narrow, - it will 
be over the March, in upon Chriſt's hained 
Paſttire. Tis a Curſe in the Law to remove 


judgment muſt it be to lift Chriſt's Marche 
ſtone, and take in a Piece of Chrift's Fur ? 
Watchmen have a Power and Authority, that 
cannot be denied; but they are oft like the 
Man, that, ſhaving the Hair away with the 
SY Razour, goeth ſo near and deep to meet with 
the Root of the Hair, that he cuts both quick 


and exerciſing the Power which God has gi- 
4 | B ven 


* 


7 


meet for Policy, as a ſtrait Coat for a Man's 


e 10 3 
ven them; but they too often cut Chriſt's 'l 
quick Hide, and come on with their Knife, 
Side-ways on the Woman's Kerchief and Vail, 
which ofly ſhould be of his Busking; for it 
is his own Kingly Power to govern his Rr 1 
and busk her as he pleaſeth : When Men take # 
upon them to do it, they cut . Chriſt's quick 
Fleſh ; and therefore our Lord had Cauſe to 
ſay, Pſal, 2. Be wiſe, be inſtructed, ye Rulers of 
the Earth; Guide well, tutor well, look to 
your Tackling. But the Miſchief is, Honour 
is ſo ſweet an Apple, that Balaam ſhould ſtrain 
his Vein of Prophecying, howbeit the String ÞF 
ſhould break, to be at a golden Chair of Ho- 
nour, and to keep it, and come to his Purpoſe: | 
And Man's Honour, and unbounded Deſire 
to be at Honour, has often made a wide Hole 
in the Church's Vail, and ſuch a main Slop in 
the Confe ſſion of Faith, that an Idol, as great 
as the Church, has come into Chriſt? 


| s Houſe. # 
Men would fain be at this, to clip in Length *& 
and Breadth the Woman's Vail, to make it as 


Body, while it paineth him, and he ftretcheth > 
it while the Seams skail. The Woman's Vail & 
is moſt ſeemly, when Rulers ſuffer it to keep m1 
the juſt Quantity, and Length and Breadth of $! 
the Lord's Pattern on the Mount: And it is . 
the Wife's Part to ſtick by the Vail, and to 
put on no other Thing; better loſe her Tutors, % 
than loſe her Husband. 1 
| ; < 9 82 The 1 , 


- 


ir 
I, Te Keepers of the Wall took away my Vail 
it Wfrom me.] The Church got this ill Turn of 
N Sthe Watchmen, becauſe ſhe held her Lord at 
© rhe- Door, Lam. 1. 8, Jeruſalem hath prievouſly 
ck Mined, therefore the Enemy bath ſtretched out their 
tO Hand upon all her pleaſant Things, and alſo upon 
of her Vail. She hath ſeen that the Enemy bath 
to Rentred into the Sanctuary, whom the Lord did 


ur bomm and that they ſhould not enter into thy Cn 


in Kgregation, The Church of God gets cruel 
Hands to reign over her, and Gods of Wood 
Ind Stone to ſerve Day and Night: And 
rhy ? - Becauſe your Fathers have forſaken me, 


Waith the Lord, and nave walked after other Gods, 


le. ud /erved them, and worſhiped them, We now 
in Fry out of our Lord's Abſence, and of his Un- 
eat Kindneſs, and of cruel Watchmen, and we are 
ſe. nly to be blamed, we make the Breach out 


eth "God's own Heart, People cry out, when un- 


eep gut againſt themſelves, who are wandering 
of Fheep, than againſt their Shepherds who cau- 
; 18 ſed them to err. A repenting Man is more 
to 
ors, in, than he is at the Devil who tempted him 

® 5in, There is often too much out crying a- 


* | 


The inſt Rulers,by thoſe who have no happier Way 
0 3 : f £0 


& 


Felves, we cannot ly the blame of a ſpilt Drink | 
pon God. If we could keep good Quarters _ 
With Chriſt, we would get Paſtors according to 


ger lewd Shepherds; they ſhould rather cry 


gry at his own ill Heart that conſented to 


- 
- 
. — 


( 12 
to Rec the Rudder of theſahis and too lit- | 
tle Sorrow for our own Sin, that ,procureth' i 
ttnat Leogards and Lions thould watch' over our 
| Cities. 
1 5 
. "Cl 7 charge 5, with an Oath, O ye Dauthrbvs 4 
of Jeruſalem.] The Church with much ado | 
having eſcaped the Hands. of the Watchmen, 
finding but ſmall and very cold Comfort from 
them, and no News about her Beloved, then 
the turneth to her Companions and Fellows, 
and conterreth with them, charging them to 
 ſhew her Welbeloved that ſhe is ſick of Love 
for Chriſt: And this teaches what Duties the 1 
Saints owe to one another, Heb, 10, 24, 25. 
Pr voke one another to Love and good Works : Not 
furſaling the Aſſumbiing of your felubs wrt, 
or of the Saints, and among themſelyes, to 
ſpeak that which ts good to the Uſe' of ediſying, 4 , 
that it may. miniſter Grace to the Flearers, Eph. 
Having your Speech always ſexſoned with n 
This God commandeth, Hoſea 2. 1. Say to 
. your Brethren, Ammi; and to your Siſter, Ruha- | 
mah Plead with your Mother. This Charge 
is given to every one of the Faithful, to ple 
Voith the Apoſtates in thcir Time, Mal. 3. 16. 
17 Then they that feared the Lor, ſpike often one 
| ch another; and the Lord hear ned and heard, and 
a Bo of Remembrance was written before bin 
1 Our Lord thinketh much of the ſweet and com- 
\W fortable Speeches amongſt the faithful TI 
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chat he voy cot Far and hears, andwri- 
h' teth it up in a Book. And Zecy. 8, 21. And 
the Inhabitants of one City ſhall go inte agother, ſay- 
ing, Let us go ſpeedily and pray before the Lord, 
and ſeek the Lord of Hoſts ;, I will g% jo, This 
ſpeaks loud, and cries againft theſe that confine 
all the Exerciſe of God's Worthip within the 
walls of the Church, making all their Wor- 
ſhip Holy-day-worſhip, uſing Godlineſs for 
| Holy-days, as they do their Sabbath-day's 
Clothes. But Abraham had Religion within 
his Houſe ; he taught his Children, and cauſed 
them to keep the Way of the Lord, Gen. 18. 19, 
And the Lord, Deut. 6, bids the Fathers of 
Iſrael, Teach the Words of the Law diligent 
znto their Children, ſitting down at Night, a7 
riſing up at Morn, And Philemm had a Church 
in his Houſe. Are not Miniſters Chriſt's 
* Stewards! And who knoweth but the Bairns 
| wo not be diſpoſed to eat at the ſet Meals, 
and in the publick Aſſembly ? for the Word's 
working, and the Spirit's working are not n- 
fired always to the Hour of the Sand -glaſs 
neither is the Spirit tyed to a Pulpit, or to 4 
Man or Miniſter's Tongue: Shall we then 
think that Chriſt's Houſe is ſo narrowly ho!- . 
den, and his Pantry ſo ſcant, that he will not 
allow a Four-hours- drink upon his Bairns, nor 
a Piece between Meals? Shall not hungry 
Bairns get more than publick Allowance in 
Church-aſſemblies? Nay, our Lord * 
| che 


5 


. the Bairns to carry home to their Houſes 


Grapes and Apples of the Tree of Life, and 
eat at home, and chat they ſharpen one ano- 
ther at home; for many Coals make a good 
Fire, and private Chriſtians will rub one 
another's Memories, and their cold Hearts; 
and often what Miniſters cannot do in publick, 
God's Spirit with private Help will do at 
home. It is ſeen when a great Doctor of Phy- 
ſick has given over a ſick Man, an old Wife 
has come after him, and wrought the ſame 


Cure, and made the fick Man ſound and 
whole, | 


„ 


This Doctrine would be rightly underſtood; 
for it favours not Anabaptiſts, Separatifts, and 
Browniſis, The Church here publickly con- 
fers with the Watchmen , for, in the 3d Ch p. 
zd Verſe, ſhe ſays to them, Sam ye him whom 


my Seul loveth? What ſhall we tell him? Tell 
him (ſays ſhe) that I am ſick of Love, This is 


a broken and fiery Kind of Speech, and paſ- 


fionate, whereby ſhe lays a Charge upon her 
Companions, that they would, in their Pray- 


ers to God, ſhow Chriſt her Errand, and take 
her hearty Commendations and Bleflings unto 
Him. till they meet; becauſe for the preſent | 


the cannot get Himſelf, In Deſertion,« any 


Thing is good Meat to a hungry Soul; when 
the Church had Chriſt, and was near Him, 
chere being a thin Door only betwixt Him and 
| ber, 


* 15 N 
her, ſhe counted little of Him, and wonld not 
fſyle her Feet to let him in: To a full Scul a 


1 Hony- comb is lothſom; but now, having loſt 
a2 Chriſt, ſhe is. content, and that with great' 
4 Deſire, to get any that will carry her Commen- 
- dations to him. Hunger for Chriſt is good 
. $$} Cheer, and a great Feaſt : Experience. may 
F confirm this Doctrine; ſometimes a Kiſs of 


_— 
w 


Z Chriſt's Mask, when you cannot win to Chriſt's 
bare Face, is a fat Dinner, When David is 
2 at Home, the Worſhip of God and his Taber- 
nacle is not fo ſweet, when he may have the 
# beſt Room in it. But in F/alm 84. He would 
be content with all bis Heart of the Swallow's 
|; Room even in the Buggers of the Houſe, and 
d there a Pſalm was ſweet Meat: But when he 
„ yoked with Bathſheba, both the Tabernacle 
„and the P/alms died for cold, and were laid up 
n to a full Sea. Compare your Faith and Senſe 
„ together, and you'll find Senſe prouder than 
s Faith: Senſe will have nothing, except it find 
an open Door to go to God; and Faith will be 
x © content to knock, and look through the Key- 
. hole, to ſee but the Half of Chriſt's Face, or 
e one of his ruddy Cheeks: The Church's Senſe 
= is at this, Cant. 1. Let him kiſs me with the 
it i Kiſſes of bis Mouth, That is a Piece of Pride, 
y. | lay ſome, to reſt with nothing as content but 
n God's bare Face; His Breath and a Kits is 
| sood Cheer to a hungry Soul. Luke 7, 37, 
| 38. a poor Woman is content to Kiſs his Feet, 
J 9 N Ges 


Qt 


= Fl 


7 
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Cant, 8. 6, Senſe here will have nothing 


Hand in the Plate with Chriſt: But the Wo- 


the Crumbs that fall from the Table. 


ſorlorn Son: It was another World, when Ser- A 


they have full Wallats, and abnndance ot 
Chriſt's Love, and their Arms full of his 


waver. Such ſpilt Bairns in a wealthy World 


Reaſons are theſe, 


5 4 a great Scourge to Pride and Security. When | q 
we have Chriſt at Will, and Acceſs, Preſence, # 


4 16 
Set me as 4 Seal upon thy Heart, ſays the Church, 1 
but 7 
at the Board-head, and the firſt Meſs, and the 


man of Cauaan's hungry Soul is glad to be 
under the Table with the Dogs, and gather \ 
Thumas's 

Senſe has no Credit, except he ſee Chriſt, and 
at his Finger into the Print of the Nails, and 
his Hands in the hole of his Side: The filly 2 
hungry Woman with the Bloody Iſſue will be 
glad to touch the Hem ef his Garment. Ser- 
vants Bread is good Chear to the home- coming 


vants Bread was no Delight to him. * 
This reproves dawted Lowns, who, when 


Love, miſregard Chriſt, and make ſmall reckon- 
ing to anger him, becauſe Wealth gars Wit 


let Wiſdom's good Meat cool and ſoure; and 
when that World is away, they would be glad 
of the Lickings of Chriſt's Trencher, O but 
humble Hunger, will think much of Half a 
Smile, and Half a Kiſs of Chriſt! And the | C 


(1.) Deſertion, and Abſence of Chriſt, is ; 


Entrance, Liberty,' ere we are aware, we turn 1 
| wanton 


1 6 
vanton and ſecure, and count little of Chriſt's 
ſweet Tongue, his lovely Knocks : It is een 
here, Beggers dom not bear Health; Chriſt's 
ordly Beggers are ſpilt and dawted Lowns : Ye 
e W muſt find the Ground of your Stomach. . And 
ier becauſe ye are too full, and know not 
„'s well wherefore the Well ſerves till it go dry, 
nd Pit is the Wiſdom of Chriſt that ye go over 
nd '®ſome Hungry-graſs, and ſeek after ſome Half- 
ly Fblinks, chat ye counted little of, and eat ſweet- _ 
be ly the laſt Year's Leavings, and be glad of 
er- Chriſt's mould Bread, . © Ove: 
ing f (2.) Humility. is never well fed nor fat, 
er- Ftill Senſe grow traked and lean, * and then, 
SZ when Senſe is lean, and like to ſtarve - in Fa- 
10n mine, ſpiritual Humility (fo to ſpeak) gets 
of cheeks, and. grows fat under Deſertion: Alſo. 
his Hunger makes a wide Mouth; and then comes 
on- David, Hom long, O Lord? I am ſick of Love, © - 
Vit For (as the Hebrew Word bears). weak through : 
wid Love; that is, feeling Wrath and the Curſe - 
and of the Law, and wanting the Senſe. of his: 
lad pardoning Love, I am through longing to 
but hade Sanctification, an conciliation, and 
f a ,& Forgiveneſs, as is expounded, Lai. 33. 24. The - 
the Inhabitunt ſhall not ſay, I am ſick ;, the People that 
dwell therein ſhall be foteiven their Iniquity. For 
, is ſo it is in this Seng, Chap. 2. Marth, 9. They 
hen that are whole need not the Phyſician, but the 
ce, ¶ that are ſick; he meaneth Saviour-ſickneſs for 
urn the Phyſician Chriſt, And in the 103 Pſalm, 
2 x +108 « Bleſs .. 
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* Fs 
* Bleſs. the Lord, 0 my Gul, who fargivet FR, | 


Iniquities, and healeth all thy Si ckneſſes : This is 
the pained Conſcience, ſaying, I am as much 
| pained as in a Fever; the Health, and con- 
ſtitution, and Frame 'of the Life of my Soul 
is troubled, becanſe I want Jeſus to take up 


that the Church hath not the Bairns Trowan- 
Sickneſs, nor the Lown-Exil that ails her; 
ſor 
. There is.a Pain and Sorrow in this Sick- 

„neſs, Pſal. 42. 1. My Soul panteth after the li- 
23 ving God, Pfal. 84. 2. My Soul longeth, "yea, 
even fainteth for the Courts of the Lord: My 


+ ſelf; It is with the Saints longing for Chriſt, 
as with ſome Women with Child, whoſe Sto- 
mach has the greening Hl, and they luſt ex- 
tremel for uncouth Meat; or as when a Vo- 

man's Husband has been long over Seas, every 


be oY Tongue to cry, David was not well at him- 


for Hope deferred is a breakin the Bones: 
© The firſt Sight of the Ship; Half Joy; but 
with Pain, when all the PAengers land, and 
ker. Husband is not there, then her Heart is like 
to break: Every one that knocks at the Door 
1 makes her both blyth and wo; when the ſees 
it js another, ſhe ſays, Alas ! itis not my Hus- 
band; it is not 5 Love. In this e ch 

0 "neſs, 


the Thing that aileth me. We muſt know if 


. Heart and my Fleſh crieth out for the living God, | 
When the Heart panteth, and the Fleſh hath | 


Ship ſhe ſees makes her both wh and fad. 
0 


OP GJ not EW: 
'S Wneſs, the Soul in the Word and Sacraments 
waiteth for Chriſt, when he is not there: O! 
my Heart is woe, I miſs him, and get him 
— RTE 25 3 
up 2. As in other Sickneſs, Meat and Drink 
"NV does a ſick Man little Good, and ſleep can he 
mn not; the Church has no mind of Sleep, his 
r Abſence holds her waking; Word, Sacraments, 
4 Conferring, Reading, Pray ing have no Taſte, 
they feed not; the Soul is ill-like, and fick, | 
white himſelf come with a cold Drink of Foun- 
tain-water of the Well that cometh from unn 
der the Sanctaary, out from under the Throne 
Jof God and of the Lamb, Rev. 22, 1. The 
poor Soul gets never a kindly Cool of this Love- 
ſickneſs, no while he come himſelf: In this 
ſt, F Sickneſs there is a Senſe of Wrath, a Fire in 
P. the Soul, and a Fit of Unbelief; for Hunger 
is hard of Faith: When Hunger and Faith 
run together, Hunger is ſpeediefſt of Foot, 
and outruns Faith. Old Jacob heareth that 
his Son Joſeph liveth ; he believed not, for his 
Heart fainted, Gen. 45, 26. Yet he would fain 
have believed; But Deſire made ſuch a wide 
Mouth, and raxed it ſelf ſo far, while Faith 
took the Cramp, It is, as we ſay, too good 
News; Alas I fear it be not true: And Faith, 
to a ſick Man burnt up with God's Wrath, will 
k be blyth that Chriſt is coming; he will let out 
fo a Look, with a watery Eye and Earth-hunger, 
Alas! I fear it. be not he; I would fo fain have 
e ee a 
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, - it true, 1 dow nat believe; Fęar fi Heth my 
. Heart fo, and. that __ is a Pain of the Fe- 


ver. | ; 
"0b; 4. But, 4 3s it not a dangerous Caſe to obe t 
thus ck IH 
Anſwer, As Chriſt faid in another Place, 
This Sickneſs is not unto Death, but for the Glory | 
of Gd; fo Speaking and Crying are Tokens 
of Life here: As, f 
I. This Sicknefs bath a fair long Tail, it 
drateth Chriſt out of Heaven to the Bed - ſide FF : 
of the poor Soul that is Chriſt-ſick : Chriſt © : 
comes always to the Cooling of the Fever; 
nay, all the While he is in the Houſe,” how-. FT 
beit the Perſon be in a Fever, and knoweth F + 
him rot, yet, he is at the ſick Man's Bed- ſice, 
preparing him Drugs, and waſhing Herbs for 
him: He is looking on his Groans and Sighs, i 
ſays, Oh, my Beloved! Oh, my Dear Hus-f 
band, Chriſt! Howbeit not heard by him. 
And Chriſt anſwereth him h the Cur- 
tains, Oh for my dear Bride/ the Lamb's 
| 2 e "Wile! 2 
| 2. There i is here another good Token, ſweet 
3H ende in this Love-ſickneſs : Every 
|, Hour tor abſent Chriſt is a Day, and every 
Day a Year, Oh, fays the Sonl; Saw ye him? 
57 he is long a coming | Oh, he goes ſlow- 
= O run, Welbeloved and be like a Roe or 
; 99 
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4 yaurg Halt. . the. Mounta us of Sep _ 


tion, 
J. This is one ele of a Saviour-Fever 


alſd, that there is a deadly Sorrow till. he come 
again; the Harp of Joy is hung up, and laid 


by, while Chriſt come again and out it. in Tune 


again, amd his Abſence is like a Fan to EAT it 
burn the faſter. 

. The ſpiritual particular Mark in this Sick- 
neſs, that proveth it will end well, is a Hun- 
ger for Chriſt, and a ſpeaking Farth-hunger, | 
an Hunger that 'hath Hands and Feet; and it 
is the only chef Token of Lite, 

Bur a Queſtion may .be asked here, in this 
Sickrieſs, that there is here, An Heart-hunger 
ard Fainting for Chriſt, promiſed*by Chrift 
to be a Mark of theſe whom God ſhall fill, 
Mat. 5.6. Yet the hungry Soul will not accept 
of this Mark of Hunger, he reaſoneth the con- 
trary Way, Tat he is none of God's, | 

Anſwer, 1, Becanſe extreme Hunger would 
ſo fain believe, that often out of Defire to 
have it true that Chriſt cometh, it misbelie- 


veth, as was ſaid before. 


2dly, Hunger is oi Kin and Blood to Want, | 
and is of its own Nature a toom and . 5 
Thing ; and thereupon the Man chinketh, he 


34% God diſpoſeth of it to be · ſo, becauſe 
Hunger is given to a Man, not to ref upon it, 


but to ſeek Meat : But we may learn here to - | 
0 9 
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29 fo, 
ll we ſtart bim not, and ſnapper not on him 


to the Feet of King Jeſus his Chair. of State, 


( 22 


ſp end our Deſires, even to ſend "AMR out in 
3 for Chriſt. If the Pulſes of ma- | 


ny, of our Souls in this Time were gripped, 
they would be found, not to be ſick of Love for 
Chriſt, but fick of Luſts: Some have Ahab's 
Sickneſs, ſick for his Neighbour's Vineyard; 

Others have Haman's Sickneſs, after he led 
Mordecai through the Street, ſick of Court, 


becauſe his Honour got a Skud : This Age is 


full of ſuch Sickneſs, Fevers of this Sort are 
9 rife ; every one is ſick for the World. 


i ye find my Beloved. What ſhall we tell 
him? The Church muſt find. Chriſt ere ſhe 


can tell him. , 


Doct. It 5; only 4 found Criſt that we can 


where he is, we cannot pray to him. This 


I: - cohdemns theſe, who tell of. Chriſt's News, 
| 2 and they never find him; they pray and ſpeak | 


to Chriſt, and they never meet with him: 
Theſe muſt be dumb Prayers, and ſo they are, 


| hs where Men get no Acceſs at all; they but 


caſt Prayers away in the Air : They that pray 


in any Meaſure, or without, muſt come into 


the King's Chamber of Preſence, and win in 


by 


5 


— 
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he. * * 


but the Beggars Welcome, and cloſs Door, 
of Chriſt's Door, and cry through; and ye 


5 whom aſe we have * by Faith into this 
Grace, wherein ave ſtand, Rom. 5.2 


Object. Oh, I pray often ; and ! think, I 
& have not found 3 Are all theſe Prayers 
& Joſt and in vain? - 

- Anſwer, All find not Chriſt i in a like Meaſure, 
yet little Faith is Faith, an Ounce Weight 
of Gold is Gold, as well as a Mountain of 
Gold. ; 

2. IF ye have found your ſelt in Prayer, = 
ye may ſoon find him; if ye get in Prayer 
but the Senſe of a Pair of blind Eyes, and a 
dead Heartagiſcovered, it is a Degree of find- 
ing him. | = 
3. Know, there be Three Degrees of find. 
ing "Chriſt. (1.) Sometimes the Lordgives you _ 


and, Liberty to ſet to your Mouth to the Hole 


find him, when ye find but the very Hole of 
Chriſt's Lock, (2.) Sometimes the Half: door 
is caſt up, howbeit your weak · Arms dow not 
caſt the Door to the Wall; and this is more 
than the Firſt : And here we ly whinging and 
ſcraping at his Door, with ſome Degree of - . | 
Motion and Liberty wreſtling with an unbe- 
lieving Heart. (3.) Sometimes ye find the 
whole Door caſt open, and your Bridegroom * 
taking a hearty Armful of you, which is po- 
fibly a Feaſt by common, any of theſe 0 4 
* and 


49 LS 
Ending of him: Only 3 of faſhionable and 
dead Prayers, coming from Cuſtom, not Con- 
4 ſcience. One of the Marks thereof is, As Men 
that caſt in their Pill to Chriſt, and never 
J ask whether they be heard or not, Well then, 
ere ye go away, lay on at laſt a good Knock, 
and always ſo, pry, that ye inftantly urge the 
Anſwer of your Letter. 


* ol 95 eck. © Then, when I cannot find 
1 Chriſt, ſhall I got bide back, and pray none 
« while 6rſt I end him??? 

Anſw. This is a deep one, that S win rings 
That ſome will never go to Chriſt, till they be 
ſo well busked, that there 1s not a wrang Pin 
on them» lt is beſt to go to Chriſt with rent 
ard looſe Clothes : Neceſſity cannot, bluſh, 
Young Children rive two or three Books before 
they learn one Letter. Better ſpill a Prayer 
- . or two, and fumble at it, as be defudetl of 
Satan to wait while your Hearts be, in a good 
Blood : Nay, a cold Man muſt ſtir himſelf, 

| that he on grow hot. Prayer is like God's 
Pille to ſcour a ruſty Heart: Blowing hélpeth a 
cold Fire; and, by moving, ſtirring, and work- 
Ang ypon the new Creature, or new Birth, the 
1 Heart will grow warm. To ſtay from going, 
till your Heart ſay, Go, nom I am prepared, is 
the Way to loſe what you. have, but not to 
find more, Be doing, howbeit weakly ; If 
there were ſometh ng of yours, and ſome- 
| thing 


. e800. t, rk me 


= 


250. 
thing of his he will accept his own, nd par- 


don yours. 


Tf ye find my Beloved. 1 Then Chriſt is a 
ſeeking, and loft in the Church's Feeling; yet 
notwithſtanding, he is her Welbeloved, as v, 
12. Chriſt ſtands without at the wrong Side, 

yet he is her Beloved; the Covenant is ſtand- 
ing ſure. If 1 were in Hell, and he in Heaven 
1d at the Right-hand of the Father, yet he 1 15 my 
ne Lord and my God, 


85 DOCT. Want of preſent Poſſe * of Criſt 
be depriveth not the Saints of right and juſt Claims 


nc A Man Year and Day at the Horn, the 
h, King's Rebel, loſeth the Liferent of his pro- 
re I per Heritage, 2 the Heritage is his, and his 
er Heirs ; he loſeth the Uſe, but not his Right. 
of A Nobleman having three Houfes to dwell in, 
od the King for a Fault confineth him in one of 
If, them; his Confinement» forfaulteth the Uſe 
1's Not the other two, but his Righ® remaineth : 
\ 2 So doth it fare with the Saints; they being. 
- & Chrift's Outlaws for ſome Offences done, do 
he often Joſe a very long Liferent of ſpiritual Joy 
g, and Comfort, Preſence, Acceſs, Liberty, 

is Feeling, Love. blinks; ; Chriſt in his felt Pre- 
to' ſence, being under a Wadſet to them : Yet 
If all this Time the Saint vill not deny Chriſt; 
e- *. he will ſay, My Lord, my Saviour, my 


ng D Mel 


e e 4,44 Þ 
Welbeloved, Ia. 49. 18. Zion ſaith, My God 


Zion, think on, of this, that he is thy God, 
and yet hath forſaken. thee ; That he is thy 
God, and mot thy God: Your Tongue mak 
you a Liar; but here, under the Forfaulture 
the Claim 'ſtandeth ſtill; Jon th 2, 4. Then J 
ſa:d, I am caſt out of thy Sight 2 T [aid ;, which 
I, faid it? Even dreaming, raving Jonah ſaid 
it x : God ſaid it not; for Jonab's Title, Claim 
and Right ſtood ſtill, They are Fools then 
who hang up all the Right of their Salvation 
on a rotten felt Preſence ; it is a looſe and rot- 
ten Pin. Money lent out upon a Bond, sa 


ſo Chrift to the Saints is ſometimes as lent 
out Monev, It is fit that ye think the Fur- 
pace is making. ready for you, and that ye find 
Chriſt at the Wall; yet learn to ſwim, howbe- 
it a wombſul of Feeling be not at Hand to hold 
up your Head: Dawted Bairns, ye muſt learn 
to go your alone, howbeit your mild Nurſe 
JESUS be not at your Back to hold up the 
Biairns by the Shoulder; If ye can do this, and 
and keep your Aſſurance, howbeit Hell and 
| Death were in the Shell of your Heart, yet 
Chriſt and Heaven is in the Tolk of it. 


Is What is thy Beloved mare than ber Belo- 
„ fl} An of the Church, be- 
nung carnal, and not -U well acquainted with 
R Love- 


| hath forſaken me. But ſaith the Lord, "Well, | 


- 


Man's proper Good, howbeit not in his Coffer; 
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Love-Sickneſs as the Chu by g've her a ſharp 
Check :. For the Church ſpake with Feeling, 
and took a hearty Mouthful of it, in charging 
for her Welbeloved ; therefore the Compa- 
nions of the Church double the Queſtion, and 


they ſay, Have ye a Welbeloved of àa ne- 
Cut? * Whereof is your Chriſt, more than ano. 


ther*s Chrift ? There is a fell great Din a- 
bout your Beloved; ye are fell hot in the 
Chaſe. What n-edeth all this, that ye come 


on with Adjurements and Charges to bid us 


ſpeak to Chr ſt for you? I would not have you 


over fine; be like Neighbour and others. 


Neighbour-like in Holineſs is very good. 


1 | 

'DOCT. Tr as far as we are carral, we dim 
not bide hot Forwardneſs in Religion; we love ſtill 
4 Moderat ion in God's Matters. 


We need not think but the old World 
thought Noth a great Fool, too hot and too 
juſt ; He will have a great Veiſel on dry Land, 
far from the Sea; and he will have all the 


World, fave himſelf and a few more with. 
with him, drowned for Sin, Noah forſdoth 


in all the World, and none but he, the holy 
Man. ve know, Jeroboam br ingeth in the 
Golden-Calves, 41 Kings 12, 18. It is tao mch 
for you to go up to Jeruſalem Be hold thy gods, 
O Iſrael, which brought thee up out of the Land 
of Egypt As if he had faid, It cannot be de- 
WW $: nied, 
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ied but it is God's Lay to go — 
to worſhip ; but, ſeeing his own Wiſdom i; 
in à Sirait, it is no Matter in the Caſe 
of Nece ſſity, if God be worſhipped :; 
I donb: not but the Place where he is to be 
* worſhipped is indifferent; Therefore it is not 
| - - good to be too forward, and lay too. ſore a 
"Bidar on the People, to pain our ſelves to 

"take the young” Children and the Male- cer 


dren thrice a Year up to Jeruſalem : Therefore 
Jeroboam with a Piece of Diſcretion would ſlack 
| the Girth. There is a Thing in Religion 
1 now, that they call A wiſe Moderat ion; This 
zs only ſafe (fay they) let old politick canny 
Men go before you, and follow them, and 
i dance ye as they pipe, and that is ſure Work. 
He is old enough, ask himſelf, ſay the: Parents 
. , "of the Blind-Man : They thought the Rulers 
| burdened their Diſcretion with a tempting 
_ Queſtion, therefore they would not take the 
Lale ere it came to them. I love Chriſt, ſays 
the Mid-way Man, or the Halfling Man, as 
X well as the beſt of them; but I will not be a 
| Fool to make a Blowing- horn of my Religion; 
They ſhall never know what Side I am on: 
| Fy, fy, fy, for Wiſdom to this Age ; Iam, 
.I hope, as good a Proteſtant as the beſt of 
©  them;, I hope | have a Soul to keep; but, ill 
met [ tlirive, if | dow bide Perſecution, or en- 
dure it, il it be great or ſore ; and that Men 
ſhould ſtart at a Straw, and carry ſo little Sto- 


machs, 
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machs, as that they will not do as Neighbourrs 
i; and others do. Have ye forgotten what com- 
ſe ] mon People ſay, Ib boly was banged $..I - 

would not have. Mens Conſciences fo ſmall 
bel ſpun, a Conſcience of ſmall Linen or 
ot | Cambrick, that dow not bide the Fire, for 

2 the Threed will ſoon break : *Tis good to be 
to holy and wiſe, It can hardly be thought but 
il-W fuch Men, if they do as they ſay, and ſpeak 
rel this Way, and believe as they. ſpeak, they 
ck think God's Law a too high-tuned Lute, and 
on WF therefore Moderation muſt ſlack the String. 
lis When David ſaid, P/al, 16, 4. The Idols Drink- 
Mering will I not er, not ggke up their Names 
nd in my Lips; ſuch Men would have judged. Da- 
kl vid had too preciſe Lips, who would not n 
san Idol. This Mid-way that Chriſt bla — 
rs they thought they might come to Heaven, wi 
na there was no Neceſſity to be ſo holy as the 
he Scribes and Phariſees : ** Chriſt ſaid, Except 
vs your. =. pe exceed the Righteoufnefs of 
25 »ehe Scribe and Phariſees, ye ſhall never enter into 
> al the Kingdom of 3 Nay, Men are gone 
n; fo far on, that an Atheiſt hath taken this 
1: Courſe, as not to take a Ihore in Time and 
m, Place; not to fin, ſwear, and drink, and fol-. 
oi low the ordinary Chambering and Wantonnefs - | 
ill of the Time, rather than be ſo preciſe: S 
n- that Lewdneſs is now Aloderation, . Nay, 1 
en wiſh Men were perſwaded of the contrary, and 
0-8 would know that Chriſt's Paſs to Heaven, is 
8, | _ "either, : 


4 e ee 5 N 
either; Go quickly and with all Speed to Hes- * 
ven, or then miſs your Lodging at Night; 


take your Choice, the did job : trot, the Mid- 
way Courſe: Wallaway, Brother! that will ; 
not do the Turn, Therefore, no Marvel this ; 
World thinketh the Saints have another Helbe- j 
loved, nor the reſt of the World. © It is well F 
known, our Divines think not of Matter of i 5 
Faith much more than what Papiſts ſay, as t 
learned and as holy ye believe otherways; and I . 
we have this daily, Ochers have a 8 ul to keep 
as well as „e: What then? Muſt not every 
Man be his own Herd? Here men th k with 
one Stroke of this Hamme chey have ell'd a 
Man dead and cold to the Ground; and yet 
all this ſai , is no better than a rotten Argu- 
ment from Example, that is not lure in dry 
Land, and very dangerous in the Sea. Let 
the Pilot ſay to the Paſſengers, Sirs, a better 
Nan than ever | was or will be, who loved 
Life, Goode, and the Ship as well as we do all, 
"he failed upon yon Rock ; fo that, if I can, 1 
will try my Skill to fail yon Way Is not that 
an ill, an unhappy Sea-Logick ? and Conſci- 
-ence in God's Matters muſt then be in Danger: 
It is better to ask for Truth, when it is to be 
had; for Truth will not err, but Men may. 
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| What 15 thy Beloved more thaw another*s?] Now 0 
that the Companions of the Church ask this 2 
Queſtion, ſhews that they were —— | 
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of ſpiritual Ague and Fever tor abſent Chriſt, | 


Knowledge , the Lord has Bairns in his Houſe, 


1 John 2. 13. Some Fathers, 


(0 00. {| Ot but 8} bas bY" 


\ 


| ( an -F | | 
with Chriſt, neither had Experience of this it 


DOC T. All within the Church have not 4402 


and Chriſt's Bairns muſt creep ere they can gangs 

Grad young! 
Men, ſome Babes; there may be one threes 
Years of Age, and the other a ſucking Child, 
that cannot ſpeak nor go, nor walk nor ftand,- 
— - 


Uſe r. The Aged ſhould bear with the Infir- 
mities of the Younger ; and if a weak. One 
ſhould fall and break his Leg, the Apoſtle ito? 
the Galatians, 6 Chap. 1. verſe, will have theſs: , 
that are ſpiritual to put the broken Member in 

oint again, and tenderly ſpelk the broken 
nes. We are, in thus carrying towards Meng 
to keep theſe Rules, "1x0, ee I 

1. The haughty and proud Phariſee is not? 
to be born wich in his Obſtinacy; No Man 
owes his Tongue to lick his Neighbour's run- 
ning Boil. „ % N N N 

2. Tis Raſhneſs for any Man to break up 
a Window in any Man's Soul, and flee in u- 
pon his Conſcience at the firſt; Let God ſit 
Judge there. 5 

3. In critical Controvet ſies, and ſundry 
Opinions in Matters of Faith, we ſhould go 
attentively by the thorny Buſh, and walk — | 

| | 25 - was: 


8 ( 32 | 

weich Men who worſhip be ſame God, hows» 
beit in, ſomethings they err from the Truth, 
28 with RIS Mundedneſs rogards 
them. 

4. We are to look as well to what Men have, 
as what they want; we look always to the 
black and dark Side ot the Man, and to Mens 
bloody Parts; Love would ſay, Turn the Leaf, 
and caſt up the other Page, and look to che 
enlighted Side of the Moon: We, like the 
Flie, cannot ſit down on the whole Skin, but 
+ with ſmall Eyes and Tongue we fall down 

Upon the ſore Boil at the firſt. | 

5. Let them be wicked; we are then not 
only to look what they want, but what poſ- 
_ fibly the Grace of God may give them, A Fiſh 
"Paying in the Sea to Day, for any Thing we 


Morrow. 


to Sick Men with Pity, and envy finful 
Men: Chriſt wept for Jeraſalem, yet Jeruſa- 


lem flew him, Luke 19. 41. Samuel mourned 
for Saul, 1 Sam. 15. 35. yet Saul ſought to 


kill him, Chap, 16. 2. Sxmve; envied him not, 
howbeit he had taken the Office from him; he 
had Pity. in Place of Grudging. Thaukfulneſs 
for what we have received. from him, would 


= tune our Spirits: And we would even be thank- 
1 0h for what he hath denyed us, it we con- 


der the Matter right. 
KAN | 7. 'Ye 


o may be Prepared for Chriſt's Table to 


6. A common Fault among all, that we look 


m_ «4+ FA © Ha a _ wed 4@ A 


e | 

7. Ye jude not right, Vickedneſs cravet h 
the largeſt Share of Envy of Subjects Love and 
Charity; thou barkeſt at him with thy Mouth, 
and ſmiteſt him with thy Tongue, but little 
knoweſt thou that he ſitteth in the Cleaving 
of a windy Mountain; Temptations from all 
Four Airths come upon him; every Day 
thou art on the Shore, and he in the raging 
Sea; and this is one of Solomon's Evils, the 


poor Man' cap ly in his Bed, and play with the | 


Oppreſſor. FER 

8.All Men haveWants and Helps; but here is 
the Matter, ſome have Crookednets, and that 
is ſoon ſeen, beciuſe ſome carry the Blot in 
their Face, and they are ſoon ſpit at. Yow 
pity your own crooked Toe, and are ottended 
at your Brother's crooked Noſe; ye pity your 
ſelves, and ſend your Love Home over to lick 
all your ſelves: Hold Friends here, and lend 


Love and Charity to others, and fend ſome of 


it from. Home th love and pity others, and 


ſo much the more, becauſe Fire will be under 


much Aſhes; and if the Man be God's Gold, 


will ye caſt him away becauſe he wanteth | 


ſome Grains, or becauſe his King's Stamp is 


lipped in the Edge, and he wauts half a Let-+ 


ter? Chriſt will pay the Skaith, and take him 


into his Treaſure, whom ye have caſt out of. 
your Love and Hearts; only beware of caſting 
a theſe whom God has taken in; that is to be 


feared... In a Nord, when there ate weak and 


E i | ſtrong 1 


# 


4 C 
ſttcong in a Church, . Man ſhould have a 
Back and a Saddle in Readineſs to bear his Bro- 
ther through the Water, Our Lord Jeſus will 
not caſt away a bruiſed Reed, nor deny a poor 
4 weak Bairn of his own Kin and Blood, becauſe 
| he hath a little Crook or an Halt: Neither 
: ſhould we caſt any away, but love, pity, help, 
wait on, and be thankful for what the Lord hath 
given us, Wy 3 | 


\ 


1 That thou ſo chargeſt us.] The Adjurations of 
1 the Church, ſick ot Love, are to the natural 
diſpoſed Daughters of Jeruſalem, uncouth and 
. ſtrange; What meaneth this Woman (ſay 
they) with this double Shot of common Zeal ? 
Ve have ſeen many holy Folks before, but we 
ſ -. faw never the like of her. But, in as für as we 
rare ignorant of God's true Wiſdom, and God's IE. 
Way of ſpiritual Soul-Fevers in the Conſcience I 
of his own Children, we wonder of their Expe- in 

'. Tience. Paul beareth this of Feſtus, Much Lear- I 1; 
i ning hath made thee mad, Acts 26. 24. But the Nc 
li Fooliſhneſs of God is wiſer thax Man, 1 Cor, 1. 25. WP: 
if That which Min calls Fooliſhneſs, and ftark ne 
| Daffing in God's Matters, is only Wiſdom, hz 
above all worldly Wiſdom ; and they think Kyi 
0 God's Saints filly Gouks, and God's Bodies Ian 
climbing Crow-neſts, they wot not what they ge 
if are ſeeking : Honeſt Man, (ſay they) he means yo 
well, he is a zealous Body, but he has little 
Wit, there are Bees in his Head. In as far as 
, : » "1 \ Aen 


SAS See 


„„ ) 
Men are natural, hy can put an Aſſe on 
| Chrrſt,, and hold a Juſtice-Court upon the 
| Power of Godlineſs, and give out Doom, that 
8 but plain Fancy: Howbeit Nature 
had Need to be God's Scholar, yet it will need 
pat a Book in God's Hand, and be his Maſter, 
> | to give him a Leſſon. 7 hu, and one of his 
1 | Companions, call one of God's Prophets, am d 
Fellow, 2 Kings 9. 11. And what was Jeroboam's 
natural Eſtimation of Obedience to God's Law? 
Kr 12, 26, 27. Ang Jeroboam ſaid bis 
1 Hea't, Now ſhall tne Kingdom return to the Howe 
of David : If this People ſhall g up te Jeruta- 
lem, fo-the Houſe of the Lords then {h.t1 the 
Heart of this People return again 5s en to the Lord, 
even to Rehoboam King of Judah, and they ſpall 
me. Doth not chis Head of Wit ſpeak a 
Fool's Tale? God faid, 5) een fo 
e God, his Throne ſhall be eſtabliſhed, He ſays 
in plain Language, /I be hely, I ſhall never 
'- [do well; If the People worſhip God, as he hath 
e [| commanded in his Word, then farewel good 
ſo Policy, and worldly Wiſdom, I and my 
k new Honour ſhall ſhoot ſhort. Any Man that 
„ has Nature in him, let him reſolve how. ke 
k vin take up - his Croſs, and follow Chriſt ; 
s and when it comes to Obedience with ſeen Dun- 
5 Neer, this Wiſdom will ſay, O take Heed what 
Ss you do, look ere you leap; ye reſolve well, but 
E 708 walk upon. Coals covered with Aſhes, ye ſpit 
as | E 2 © fur- 


ol the Elders. 


* * g 


: 36 
farther than ye git 75 I theſe that obey 


Chriſt, becauſe natural Wiclom bids them obey, 


obey natural Wiſdom, av not Chriſt, in God's 


Ntrers, Men had Need to take Heed to their 


natural W iſdont, elſe it will lead them into; the 


Briars, when God calls them either to do or 


ſuffer: Ye muſt hear no Yate but one, even 
Chriſt's own Words; for our Wiſdom hath a 
rank Smell of * Goat Leiſure, Pity your ſelf, 
© vo at Leiſure, take heed. be not too forward, 


6+ ſeeto your Or ſtanding.” Chriſt ſays,arth, 


11. Wit m is juſtified of her own Children. Then 
God's Wiſdom is condemned of her own Ba- 


frards : They call God's Wiſdom. raſh Folly, 


Ihe ill Step-bairn will never ſpeak good of 
its ill \Step- mother; worldly-minded Men are 


not Wiſdom's full-gotten Bairns, and therefore 
they ſpeak ill of their Mother; tut the tull- 


porter” and Jawful Sons of God's .. Wiſdom, 
peak good of their Mother, aud follow her 


Eoot-ſt:ps. Tis goud to obey God, and when 


; IE Condition comes to their Por, carnal 

Wiſdom ſays» Shall I do it ? This. Wiſdom is 

the Devil's Wiſdom, and chin ks to lord i. 
out againſt Chriſt bravely ;-but-ic danceth al- 

ways at the fat World's pipes, and thinks it 

_ * Folly and ill Manners, to be out of Tune, au 


fall out with the Moltitude, and come to Pa. 
ger, as Chriſt did with the Scribes and Phar 
lees, and .Conzand Time, und the Doctrine 
Oh! Learn to * your ſel ve 

all 


4 


r : 
and be in Tune, and to kee In Menſore with 
Chriſt Jeſus, a good Conſcience 0.1 a Death- 
bed: He is wile. enough, who is wiſe to Sal- 
vation, and has faved his own Soul; and Chit 
lays, Well done, good and fa'thful Servant, What 


is well done, muſt be wiſely done : : Goodneſs 


cannot be a Fool. 


My Melbeloved is White and Ruddy.] The 
Church with an Edge of Words, tak th Chriſt's 
Part: My Beloved, my Beloved; | would ye 
wiſt what ye ſaid, when ye ſpeak of my Be- 
loved; J ſcorn he be made Fellow with any in 
Heaven or in Earth, 

One Thing is here worthy in the Church, 
That hearing Chriſt laid in an uneven Ballance, 


me ſtarteth quickly, and taketh the Tentation 


by the Noſe; and in a long Speech ſetteth | 


Chriſt even up to the Skies, and dingeth 
ſpeedily all the Companions ' with Force of 


Words out of any Opinion that Chriſt hath 


any Match. This is right, not to let the emp- 


tation go on: We ſhould not let Aen away 


Wich it, when they go to put a wrong Conftru- 


ction on Chriſt jeſus; nay, true Grace will bor- 


_ TowGrace fromaTemptation; As Paul, ſeeingldo- 
. latry at Athens, and God put out of dis Roomzhe 


grows hotter nor he was before, like a Horſe 
that dow not endure the Spurs; fo, when 


Chriſt faith, John 6. to his Diſciples, upon Oc. 
* Caliong that Cepernaum had played the Turn. 
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coats and left him, Ana = ye alſo leave me ? 
Peter anſwered, Leave thee ! Whither then 
To the Devil. The Diſciples, Act, 9, were 
commanded to ſpeak no more in Chriſt's Name. 
Peter and Jahn draw out a ſtrong one againſt 


that: They will not leave it fo, Whither it be 


right-to obe G or Man, judge ye. This ſpeaks 


hard a: ainſt ſuch as would hear Chriſt ill ſpo- 
ken of, and let a Reproach ly upon him that 


died for them, and blow it over their Shoul- 
ders, and mizken when they hear a good 
Friend ill ſpoken of; nay, they cannot be fiery 


enough when they get a Taunt, When theblack- | 


mouthed Dogs of the World bark agaipft that 
meek Stranger Chrift, there ſhould then be a 
Staff in your Hand: Now the Curſe of God 
upon them that loves not my Welb&loved. 
Ye hold with your own, ilk one takes Part with 
their own; a Man will ſpeak for his own Coun- 
try, or for bis own Father, Brother, Bairn, 


Wife or Friend; he will plead for them, but 
never a Word for, or in Favours of his own . 
- __  Chrift: He will do his own Errands, and'fpeak 
his Buſineſs tp his Prince, bat not a Word for 


Chriſt; Chriſt has Tongue enough, let him 


Jpeak for himſelf, Well, well, Nobles of 
Setland, I will not ſay, So be ye ferved when 
your Eye-ftrings break, and your Life comes 
to your Lip; but, God forgive you, And wha 
better are theſe.that wil ſtand at Cor iſt's Back, 
und ſee his Head broken, in his Cauſe, and 


Mem- 
bers 


i | ( 
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bers, and Church, and A, party their- Wel- 
beloved, and never lay, *Tis ill done? True 
Zeal will make a Quarrel of a Wrong done to 
Chriſt, and he gets too many Hf rongs now done 
him : He is like the Man that hath many Kin, 
but few Friends: Many are with Cor. ſt, but 
few for Chriſt: He is worn out of Friendſhip 
with this World. "PN 


| White and ruddy.) White and ruddy is the 
beſt Temper, and ſtrongeſt and livelieſt Con- 
ſtitut ĩon, and is pointed out to note hisGodhead, 
white, pure, innocent and holy; as, Dar. 7. 
9. He appeared in the Viſion, white as Snow . 
and pure Wool, and his Raiment as white as 
Lightning, Matth. 17. 2. In him dwells all 
the Fulneſs of the Godhead bodily. Col. 2. 9. 
1 Core 14. 4. Fleſh and Blood with us. This 


| ſheweth that Chriſt is beautiful among the Sons 


of Men, I. 48. 2. and delights as much as 


I perfeARed and perfect White will make a bèau- 


tiſul Perſon, and will take a Caſtle in the 
Heart. We love fair Things well, as fair Sun 
and Moon, fair Roſes and Lilies, Men and 
Women, fair Clothes; but put all the Beauty 
of the Creature in one, they are but Chaff and 
Sand to fair-faced Jeſus, I would rather have 
one Look of Jeſus, than a thouſand Worlds, 
and ſevenfold more Beauty than them all. I. 
G3. 1. Who is this that cemeth from Edom, 
»:4h dyed Garments from-Bozrah ? This 3s be 

5 * 1 2 
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that is gloricus in his P.M travelling in the 
Greatn's ef his Siyength? The Church won- 
dering at Chriſt's Beauty, to ſee him gang ſo 
wane-like, ſays, Who is yon that goes ſo 
ſonſy- like? He is a luckie- like Perſon, it would 
rejoice an Heart to ſee him gang in the Great- 
nels of his Strength : Is not yon fair glorious 
Jeſus in red. Scarlet, having all his Garments 
dyed in Blood? The Anfwer is made, Jt is I, 
even | that ſpeak in Righteouſneſs, mighty to 
ſave, John 1. 14. He dwelt among us, and we 
beheld his Glory, as the only begotten Son of God, 
full of Grace and Glory. He looketh like him- 
ſelf; he looked (ſaid John) when I faw him, 
even like the Thing he was, even like the 
King's eldeſt Son, even like the Heir of a 


great King, Read at Leiſure; his Beauty is an- 
| ſwerable to all that is ſaid here, Col. 1. 16, 1 


17, 18, 19. Rev, 4. 13. Rev, 10. 1. Rev. 19. 
11, 12, 13, 14, 15. If any fair Thing win 


your Heart, and lovely Jefus wins it not, ye |þ- | 


muſt be very lordly and ill to pleaſe if he do 


not. Now ye may make good Uſe of all this 


Doctrine, if ye take him with all his Fairnefs, 
as your Husband whom you love, as your Maſter 
whom you ſerye, as your King and Lord w 

you obey, as your Shepherd & Guide whom ybu 
follow. And for all his Beauty, he is not proud 
nor lordly: He will match with black, Ones 
Surely Chriſt's Beauty helps to _ him; he 
is always. White and Ruddy, , and 


— 
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oft when 
he 


it. hows... AMD 
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he wooes. I marvel not that he ſeem 


black and dim to ſome Men, who got 


but.a Sight of Chriſt's Face in the De- 
vil's Glaſs ; for there be three Sights or 


| Repreſentations of Chriſt, and in them 


all he is black, for he comes on Mens 
wrong Side with his Beauty. 


1, Natural Men, without Faith, have 


anly natural Eyes to ſee him with ; and 
they ſee bur Mary's Son, and not- Chriſt 
White and Ruddy ; they ſee not the King 
day Clothes, ; £63 
2. Some fee him in the Law of his 


. Commandments; commanding hard 
Things to Fleſh and Blood, to deny 
\ themſelves, to enter in at the — 1 — 

Ove 


and Narrow-way. Men would 


Chriſt's Beauty, if he only ſhined with 
Light and Love; but his Light com- 
mandeth, accuſeth, challengeth, and 
condemneth; and this makes Chrift 
both gray and black-skinned. Men 


ſhanid love Light as well, becauſe It 
cauſe it ſhines as Light; and ſhould 


break the Devil's falſe Glaſs, and leatn 
ent of Love to obey: And then Chriſt's 
2 | TEX F 


Lobe 


——— 


in his Beauty, nor Chriſt in- his Fely- 


commandeth and convinceth, as be- 


1 


f N "the Lion of the Tribe of Judah, Rev. 5.8. 


| Yoke would be eaſy ; and they ſhould 
ſay, O Fair Jeſus, White and Ruddy 

leſus. . 3 
g 2. Men look to his Croſs, and this is 
Chriſt's black Skin, and black, dool 

Clothes, Iſai. 52. 14. eAs many as were 
aſtonied at his Viſage ſo marred more 
than any Man, and his 'Form more thay 
the Sons of Men. Then, to many, he 
cannot be White and Ruddy. If he 
have under Sufferings a marred and pale 
_ Viſage, black and blae, and all black. 


ned with Straiks: Theſe that cannot re- 


joice in Chriſt, cannot count it all Joy 


when they fall into diverſe Temptations; 


ſuch ſee but Chriſt's Outer-half, and 


Y ſtart aback at his marred Viſage But 


Faith here ſhall look to Chriſt within ; 
he is well lined within, even under Suffe- 
__ 8 | 

The Banner- Bearer aino 1 Ten 7bouſ⸗ and.) 


In the Hebrew, the Banner or Standard 
is a Warlike Sign, he that bears it is 


the Chiefeſt that follows him; ſo Judab || 
was the chiefeft Standart-Bearer, and] 


out of his Tribe Jeſus ſprang, or, He is 


He 
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d E Pand: for an Enjign of the People, th. 
11.6. The Armies of Thouſands follow 
bim in Heaven, Rev. 19. 11. He ruleth 


the Gentiles. Put White and Red toge- 
1 e | | 
„ther which betokens Health and 
Strength, which {hbw* that he is the 
K Standard-Bearer; then we ſee that Chriſt 


is a ſtrong tried Soldier, and the pretti- 
Ci et Man; in his Hand is all the Cam- 
e +Paign : Bring Ten thouſand Thouſands, 
and that is many, yea, put alls theſe 
Wich the Armies of Heaven and Earth 
together, and he is the prettieſt Man, 
Y | and the braveſt Man among them all; 
yea, put them altogether, and one Look of © 
his Face is worth them all. So, to ſpeak of .« - | 
his Vertues, this is among the Firſt ofthem, 
Tat he is a tried Man of War; for, Who 
but he fought the Lord's Battles, and 
fought it out with the Curſe oſ the Law, * 
with Sin, with the Devil, Death and Hell, 
and goeth with many Crowns on his- 
Head together, conquering, and he a- 
lone has laid many a pretty Soldier upon 
the Breadth of his Back? But that De- 
ſoription holds, that Chriſt will have a- 
do with his Strength; nay, While the 
Devil be in Hell, nay, while the Devil“ 
"Ew X F 2 | be =_ 
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r 
be bound, and caſt into the Lake which u 
burns with Fire and Brimſtone, and be | C 
yi 
t 


locked up, Chriſt will have bur the 
| Fighter's Life of it: Chriſt and all his 
Armies of Ten thouſand at his Back, all | 
| his Bairns (God bleſs the Company ) mult 
fight it. It would even. do a Man Good, IV 
and rejoice his Heart, to ſee Jeſus fight, C 
it ſets him ſo well to fence and wald his hi 
Sword. O fay, Chriſt at the Beſt has bat R 
the Soldier's fighting Life, therefore all 8. 
ye that come unto him, take or leave el 
on theſe Terms; ye muſt on theſe Terms. E 
either do or die; either fight with your || C 
. Standard-Bearer,or ly down and bellain; || 


Opjest. “ O ſay ye, Suffering is a hard “ 
„Lot; will Chriſt and his Church ne- 66 

25 2 ver get Reſt ? 2 5 5 8 6 
Ayſw. Certainly little or none while ; 
they be at home together. It was never | ol 
otherwiſe with Chriit; he was ay oſtner in ee 
the Camp watching and pray ing, than in a II 
Bed ſleeping; therefore, all ye that come © It 
to him, muſt come upon theſe Terms. ly 
Riſe up off the Hearth-ſtone, and from Ihe 
the Fire- ſide, put on your Shoes and all lw 
| Your Armour, and march to the Camp th 
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[therefore he can war 


„ 5 
with him: Blood, Blood! The Croſs of 


Chriſt, the Croſs of Chriſt for you to 


\ your dying Day, while ye be in Heaven, 
i — 9 at our King's Market» 


It is proclaime 
croſs, in Jeſus's Name, Red War, red War 


bet wirt you and three, the Devil, the 


World, and. Sin; but Chriſt beareth tlie 


Colours, he is well worthy of that Place, 


he ventures foremoſt with White and 
Red, God and the Church's Colours. 
Silly, tempted, croſſed, wounded Soldi- 


ers, look up ro your Standard- bearer, to 


Enfiga Jeſus, now Red and White ; take 
Courage, and buy a Heart from Chriſt, 


Object. But ye will fay, Teſus is oſt 
*in his Cauſe and Members put to 


©« the worſe, and his Colours 


through with Cannon Bullets.“ 
. Anſw. Nay, let God ſew the Holes 
of Chriſt's Standard again: And we may 
certainly ſay two Things of Chriſt ; this 
Text makes him White and Ruddy, alſo 
ſtroag and able: Our Captain is not fick- 
ly, he is able to fight, to watch and ward; 
he is White and Ruddy, and fo not leen, 


weak, feeble, traikegy or blackned, and 


and ward, and 


5 


3 


* 


mot 0 


6 s, 
> > ? 
. * 4 


0 \ 


not take Sickneſs ;- neither Cannon-bul- 
let nor Arrow will go threugh this Cro- 
flet of Proof: He is God, and not Man, 
only the Strength of Ire}; he wearfeth 
not. A Wager, I dare ſay he will win; fl, 
and when ir.cometh to the laſt Onſet, 
be will make bloody Breeches; the Ark 
+ ſhall be ſent home again, and Glory 
+ - ſhall dwell in our Land. Chriſt will 
mo dowa his Enemies, and loof + - 
Belt of the Rulers of this i 25? 2 
that are againſt him; their 2 
with a ſingle Knot,and when Chriit puis 
in his Hand or Finger in the Loop, both 
Belt andSword will fall from — And 
how will they then fight? Rev. 17. 14. 

E Theſe ſhall ma War with the Lamb, and | . 
5 5 the. b ſhall overcome them: for S's J 
A of Lords, and Ning of. Rigs; and. 
Theſe that , are with bim, are called, and 

aithful, and choſen. And in End, when 
"Chriſt and we ſhall lay down our Swords 
at Heaven's Entry, and put on our 
Crowns of Glory, and our King's Robes, 
Chriſt ſhall be All in all. To him, his Fa- 
ther, and his Spirit, be Dominion and 
_ Gary for ever and aver. Amen. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


XE Courteous and cbriſtian Read. 
er is defered to advert, conter ning 

" the foregoing Sermon, Ibat it 15 
| _ probable it bas been taken from the Reve- 
ale end eAutbor”'s Mouth; and no Max is ca- 
| pable withe Pen ſo cloſely to follow a * 
| reacher, but that be may oniſlake ſome of 
if bis Words, yea even of bir Sentences; 
| which may be the Reaſon of . Inaccu- 9 
racies in this Sermon as now printed. 

Or at it po le it may bave been copied 
from the Autbor's Notes: And, c 
that ſome Meniſters give but Hints of then 
Subject and Method in their Notes, ſuch as 
— indeed ſerve for their own Help whe | 
come to ker their Sermons in PH. 
but which cannot ſo eaſily be * 
by others who may Acceſs to theſe, 
* 5 And, conſidering alſo, that it is @ 
long Time fince the A died; and that 
theſe Notes, by coming through many Hands 
before they came into the Hands of wn, 
whoſe Copy is now put to the Preſs, may 
"bave been ery ſore defaced, and in ſome 
Places illegible ; This may be another Res. 
Lies * tbere are ſome few Sentences init, 

_ that are PV dark 
CL | 


But, 


Jick 


} 


(to the Corinthians) with Excellency 0! Speech, 
bis Speech and bis Preaching with the enticing 


Faith ſhould 3 — We Mev, 
but in the Power. 4 EI. 
„ IEA = ren c 1 | . 
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But, Chriſtian Reader, Whatever Eſteem others 
may have of this Se: mon, who are more in Love 
with what tickles the carnal Fancy, than what is 
ſuited to the ſpiritual Underſtanding ;, yer you, 
ho are acquaint with the Internals of Religion, 
cannot but ſee ſomething in it very obliging t. your 
ſelf, and every one that is inlightned with the Spirit 
'of Jeſus. It is therefore hoped, that all of your 
' Denomination will cverlook the Roughneſs of the 
= and. rather dive into the Meaning of the 
mp, * 

| The the Reverend Author could write in 4 
better Stile than this, yea in as good aStle as ary 
"of his Cuntemperaries, none will doubt who have 
peruſed his other Writings: And it is as little to 
. be daybted, that tho* to the Learned be was as 4 
learned Man, yet in his Sermons, which were 
generally delivered to illiterate Courtry Congre- 

ations, he expreſſ*d bis Mind (or rather hisMa- 
fer: Mind) in ſuch Words, and by ſuch Reſem- 
«blances, as might beſt take with their weak Capaci= | 
ties, Aud in this he ſollemed the Example of the 
Apoſtle Paul, 1 Cor. 1. 3, 4, J. who came not 


but was with them in Weakneſs : ----- Nor was 


© Words of Man's Wiſdom, but in Demonfitati- 
on of the Spirit, and of Power: That their 
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